IGHT TRUTH 


How some good action shots patients playing golf, tennis and volley ball for the May cover, asked 
Harris, our staff with this snappy montage own “world sports” now full swing, 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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MAIL BAG 


are devoting our mail bag department this month bring 
you some the many interesting letters received recently 
THE STAR from far away places where Hansen’s disease being 
treated. 

Ed. 

About year and half ago had the privilege spending 
about days Carville, observing the splendid work and activity 
the Marine Hospital. Ever since then have had keen interest 
THE STAR, and have not only thoroughly perused each issue 
but passed others. 

year there, Nanking, and then two months ago moved 
Korea where expect permanently located. Most time 
present spent language study, but increasingly large 
share will work our leprosarium here, where now 
have about 750 patients. Fortunately, good deal Promin and 
Diasone has been made available, and the results are just striking 
those saw Carville. 

HOWARD MOFFETT, D.D. 
Presbyterian Mission 
Taegu, Korea 


enjoy always reading THE STAR and sure your journal 
the best the whole world, published patients. THE STAR 
gets everything; social aspects Hansen’s disease, very good scien- 
tific reports about treatments and other subjects. 

DR. JOSE CORREA CARVALHO 
Leprosario Aimores 
Bauru, Estado Sao Paulo, Brasil 


had the fortune through your magazine STAR which 
was given our kind doctor. doubly glad note 
the views that are published your magazine are almost the same 
hold here, though unfortunately our country has not advanced 
far scientific researches modern lines. 

the last two years, since Promin therapy was introduced 
our hospital notice marked improvement the majority 
cases and several are found bacteriologically free. Pity that 
are found wanting enough stock promin. 

THE SECRETARY 

Sri Krishnarajendra Literary Association 
Bangalore City, 
Mysore State, India 

wish your publication could get into the hands all the ig- 
norant and fanatical people who make life miserable for the vic- 
tims Hansen’s disease. really think that here Colombia there 
less fear and ignorance the part the general public than 
the States, and campaign going day and night dispel 
the amount there is. have patients from every walk life. They 
come here when they will not doctor nor the govern- 
ment authorities because they know that there help for them 
and they will not relentlessly taken away from their homes and 
loved ones shut veritable prison. Colombia one 
those countries where Hansen’s disease still treated the 
Dark Ages but least this state there are many patients re- 
ceiving Diasone and vitamins and instructions for their general 
health and these patients are showing the fruits the work done 
for them. 

hat off you, all the staff there. Many times recall 
with gratitude the days spent there learning the feet the un- 
selfish sisters and devoted doctors and observing the fortitude 
all those who are patients that place. 

Good luck you. Your magazine like getting letter from 


home. 
MRS. KATHERINE MORGAN 
Pasto, Narino, Colombia, S.A. 


THE STAR interesting for read connection with 


profession. 
LUIS MENDOZA, 
Tondo, Manila, Philippines 


After spending two years Leprosarium Nigeria, West 
Africa, have taken abode here Kumi which Lepro- 


sarium run solely for children. 
Whilst reading through the files, acquaint myself with the 
history the place, came across the report the 23rd meeting 
the Uganda branch the British Empire Leprosy Relief Asso- 
ciation which read THE STAR. 
Leprosy work Uganda left entirely the hands the 
missions. Each leprosarium receiving grant from the central 
workers the missions but where they are 
unable find workers for any particular leprosarium then 
come along and help them out their difficulty. There are two 
here, both B.E.L.R.A. men, and addition having Kumi 
look after also have adult colony about four miles away. 
addition the medical side have also attend the admin- 
istrative side, rehabilitation etc. the Physiotherapist here and 
finding very hard indeed get anything done all. seems 
that this side the Atlantic, whilst all leprosy workers agree 
that Physiotherapy and Occupational therapy have great part 
play the prevention deformities, nobody prepared spend 
money equipment. Result being that having make 
with what can make myself—looms for weaving, etc. have man- 
aged get the children interested basket making, rope making 
and farming. the adult colony have started colony farm, 
cotton growing, market garden, Plantain groves and rice field. 
have just started using Sulphetrone but not receive 
sufficient supplies start treatment large scale. 
have read with great interest your use the Hypospray. 
What Godsend would for our children. They, most children 
do, fear the needle and sometimes takes quite ten minutes talk- 
ing and usually handful sugar get some the kiddies 
take their treatment. Have you any ideas how could beg, bor- 
row steal Hypospray 
are way out the bush here. Our nearest town Mbale, 
miles away. have one car but that used for transport 
between the two Leprosaria. 
PETER CARMELL 
The Teso Leper Home 
Kumi E.P. 

Uganda, East Africa 


understand the hypospray still the developmental 
stage. are reasonably certain the Scherer Corporation, manu- 
facturers the new gadget (Farewell Pain—STAR March-April 
748) will make available for general use when further experience 
has proved its value.—Ed. 


have least three villages set aside for Hansen’s disease 
cases here Liberia. have been very closely connected with these 
patients and recent visit Carville and the inspirations re- 
ceived from THE STAR are going considerable value 
and work with the cases here. 
have been going along for many years using the old treat- 
ment Chaulmoogra oil and you can imagine how happy are 
recent receipt enough Diasone treat about patients 
for one year. This only drop the bucket and feel happy 
that are able start and hope that later, finance comes 
in, get some more Diasone. 
HILDRUS POINDEXTER, Director 
Public Health Service 
Monrovia Station 

Monrovia, Liberia, Africa 


was visitor Carville December, 1946 and was shown 
about Chaplain Rash. that time (Saturday afternoon) none 
the doctors were available. Since then, have had the privilege 
working with over 1300 African leprosy patients, who are treated 
settlements throughout one province Nigeria. have just 
begun the use Sulphetrone. 

The staff and patients this colony will look forward re- 
ceiving news your hospital and the activities the patients. 

ROBERT GOLDIE, M.D. 
Baptist Leper Colony 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria 


THE STAR indeed the standing radiation truth Han- 
sen’s disease, and bond sympathy the patients with whom 
are very closely engaged. Every character pearl, every line 
rosary, and the whole paper woven with strings pearly love, 
see. sincerely wish your works will complete success and 
enlighten not only our patients but Hansenologists all over the 
world. 
DR. KEIZO NAKAMURA 
The National Institute Health 
Japan 

Minato-ku, Tokyo 

Dr. Nakamura hit the news October when dis- 
patch datelined Tokyo October reported that had success- 
fully grown the Hansen bacillus test 
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CHALLENGE RESEARCH 


This the day scientific investigation, nev- 
before. Yet the whole United States there 
are probably more than two scientists doing 
full time laboratory research Hansen’s disease. 
One John Hanks, Ph. D., charge the 
Leonard Wood bacteriological labor- 
atory Harvard Medical the other Sister 
Hilary Ross, bio chemist this Marine Hos- 
pital. 

April, Dr. Hanks was Carville for few 
days filled with round-table discussions the 
possibilities further research and exchange 
ideas with Sister Hilary and other members the 
laboratory staff and conferences with our medi- 
cal staff. 


Dr. Hanks caught the camera working the Carville 
lab during his brief visit. 


Following his release from Culion the end 
the war with Japan, where carried 
ological research under the auspices the Memo 
rial, Dr. Hanks returned the United States. 
With his Culion notes intact, Dr. Hanks resumed 
his research after the Memorial established its lab 
Harvard 1946. 


Dr. Hanks Credits Assistants 


Interviewed THE STAR, Dr. Hanks said, 
“Your readers may interested learn some- 
thing about the junior workers the field lep- 
rosy investigation. not often realized that 
much the fruitfulness the work this im- 
portant problem depends ultimately the daily 
interest, care and devotion which shown 
scientific assistants. Without their loyal persistent 


efforts, the strength and time the limited scien- 
tific and medical personnel this field cannot 
multiplied any extent comparable with the 
needs. own research could not pursued 
more than one narrow line except with the help 
and interest the company Wallace, Backer- 
man, ‘Thomas and Smith. 

“Miss Rosslyn Wallace the expert tissue 
cultivation. She the one who keeps alive test 
tubes the tissue cultures containing the cells pa- 
tients and experimental animals. This difficult 
and painstaking task, requiring the greatest 
skill. The purpose these studies able 
maintain alive small portions patients ani- 
mals under carefully defined conditions and thus 
learn what permits prevents the multiplica- 
tion leprosy bacilli. Miss Wallace does this 
work well that she deserves the commendation 
all leprologists and patients. 

“Miss Tobey Backerman specializing bac- 
teriological work and particularly the problem 
what required keep leprosy bacilli alive out- 
side the body the absence living tissue cells. 
This attempt define precisely possible what 
good for leprosy bacilli and what bad for 
them requires the greatest patience 
verance produce reliable answers. Miss Back- 
erman never satisfied with anything less. 

“Mr. Robert Thomas ‘does everything’ required 
keep the wheels turning. builds and main- 
tains equipment, produces the cleanest glassware 
(north the Mason-Dixon line), and supervises 
the breeding and diets the experimental ani- 

“Mrs. Smith runs the office, the type- 
writers and the business, and these well, that 
the time and effort our small staff can de- 
voted where badly needed —in research.” 

Not one Hanks’ assistants has ever seen 
case Hansen’s disease. think they should 
visit Carville, perhaps should Harvard. 


The Carville Laboratory 


Sister Hilary Ross, B.S who has been duty 
this hospital for years not only the “Dean” 
the laboratory staff this hospital but its wheel- 
horse”. Sister Hilary, addition handling the 
blood chemistry and serology, with assistance 
Amedee, operates the photographic unit, which 
itself almost full-time job. Other members 
our lab staff are: Percy Cambre, general tech- 
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nician, whom Sister Hilary trained; Mr. Frank 
Gemar, B.A. and Mr. Miller Turner, B.S. handle 
the bacteriologic end; Wright Decoto takes care 
the experimental animals and Gus Jackson 
general utilities man. 

Dr. Grey our resident medical staff, 
temporary charge the laboratory, devoting part 
time it, and Dr. Swan, pathologist the 
Marine Hospital New Orleans makes semi- 
monthly trips Carville, work for day 
the lab. 

The routine work the Carville skin 
smears, blood counts, blood examinations, urinal- 
yses, bacteriologic tests our drinking water from 
Old Man River and milk from the hospital dairy 
etc., occupy the greater part the effort the 
laboratory personnel. However, the investiga- 
tive side some work being done. Several phases 
animal experimentation are being carried out 
both with human Hansen’s disease material 
well material from so-called “murine” rat lep- 
prosy. Chemical methods are being used re- 
duce the resistance rats, see this will make 
them susceptible infection. Various bacteriolo- 
gical methods are being tried attempts culti- 
vate Hansen’s bacillus, among which the idea 
symbiosis, namely, the cultivation another bac- 
terium combination with Hansen. 

Work the chemistry department consists 
frequent checks the sulfone contents the 
blood and urine, particularly with the newer prep- 
arations which are still the experimental phase. 
Serological determinations are carried out the 
newer techniques and methods determine 
these methods give less positive reactions than the 
older ones, since large percentage patients 
with Hansen’s disease give false positive reactions 
which unfortunately are detrimental the patient 
who has not been hospitalized here, since they are 
usually given treatment 
These treatments are contraindicated and the pa- 
tient progresses rapidly the disease. Intensive 
work being carried out the patients deter- 
mine just what type anemia exists 
sulfone therapy and result Hansen’s dis- 
ease, independent therapy. Other works aca- 
demic interest are being carried out which may 
later correlated with other works obtain def- 
inite information the biochemistry the 
patients. 


Further Research Needed 


The progress science involves the periodic in- 
vention new syntheses, which gives methods 


approaching the unknown. the problem 
Hansen’s disease much more “unknown” than 
“known”. The mode transmission has never 
been determined, the disease can not transmit- 
ted animals and method cultivation 
the Hansen bacillus available outside the human 
body. There are many other fundamental and 
controversial questions which remain unanswered, 
essential that the research disease 
greatly expanded. The Carville laboratory staff 
should have additional personnel top-flight cal- 
iber such Ph. bacteriology. The na- 
tion’s best scientists should called here, from 
time time, study. The Leonard Wood Me- 
morial should locate least part its research 
program here the hub Hansen’s. This matter 
has “received considerable attention” —but there 
stands. However, recognize that medical sci- 
ence its interest and benefits means 
limited the locale which its scientists may la- 
bor. this connection brief but sincere expres- 
sion gratitude due Dr. Windsor Wade, 
now charge the Memorial’s Department 
pathology Culion. Dr. Wade has devoted many 
years research disease and suffered 
great personal hardships during the war. 

statement the recent Senate hearing 
S.704, Mr. Perry Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial (The American Leprosy Founda- 
tion), said: know less than dozen scientists 
the world devoting full time research 
leprosy —the greatest need leprosy further 
research.” 

One the most important recommendations 
the 5th International Leprosy Congress (Havana, 
1948) was “Governments should maintain, aid, 
the operation institutes leprology dedicated 
scientific investigations epidemiology, path- 
ology and therapeutics our own 
government research center the National Institute 


Health, Bethesda, Md., Hansen’s disease not. 


now part its investigative program, far 
know. 

The 81st Congress considering legislation con- 
cerning Hansen’s disease. 704 becomes law, 
the Public Health Service will charged 
“conduct, assist and foster research, experiments, 
demonstrations, and studies relating the cause, 
method transmission, treatment, prevention, 
control and elimination Hansen’s disease and 
its power survive and spread the United 
wished.” 
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REVOIR, JOHN THE GARDENER 


John Heuvel trimming the hedge 


John Heuvel, head gardener this hospital, 
has been retired after spending more than years 
beautifying the grounds. quarter century 
long time and John Heuvel was reluctant 
leave here was come 1924. 

that year, Father Benedict Stetter, Catholic 
chaplain this hospital, went Donaldsonville 
see Mr. Heuvel about coming here gardener. 
others that day (and far too many this day), 
Mr. Heuvel knew nothing “leprosy” but the hor- 
ror stories one hears. didn’t want give his 
farm and take the job, but Father Benedict and 
Mr. Tarbell, then Materiel Officer here, talked 
him into it. 

Mr. Heuvel told us, “It was just like wilderness 
1924 when came. The big oaks were front 
but there was nothing else but weeds tall 
man.” The whole problem was that Dr. O.E. 
Denny, who was then Medical Officer Charge, 
wanted shade trees and nice grounds for the pa- 
tients but there was not cent purchase any- 
thing. Mr. Heuvel scratched his head, pondered 
bit and set out find young trees free for the 
digging. The big willows our grounds today 
were transplanted from behind the levee near the 
river. Today enjoy tall oaks grown from little 
acorns planted Mr. Heuvel. When gather 
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pecans each fall, few stop realize that 
planted them years ago from seed. 

the old days there was unsightly picket 
fence between patient and personnel grounds. Dr. 
Denny hated the fence and wanted dispose 
it. Seeds were planted and eventually low privet 
hedge replaced this eyesore. Rose bushes, shrubs, 
trees, and ferns found here today were begun 
like manner. Mr. Heuvel lover beauty and 
life and has, year after year, tenderly nursed young 
plants into maturity and beauty. 

After working here for only years, Mr. Heuvel 
married. and Mrs. Heuvel have lived the 
station ever since and have reared their five child- 
ren here. has always been interested the pa- 
tients and has consistently subscribed THE 
STAR. 

While talking him, asked what changes 
had seen the patients twenty-five years and 
said, “Today the patients different 
daylight from dark over gone by. They look 
well, they feel well and, golly, believe they are 
all getting well.” 

The Heuvels have settled nearby Baton Rouge 
and has promised visit from time time. 
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THE REVIEWING STAND 


Hygeia, The Health Magazine, edited Dr. 
Morris Fishbein and published the American 
Medical Association for popular consumption, 
its April ‘49 issue carried article titled “The 
Untouchables” Dr. James Brussel, prefaced 
with brief but cogent statement Dr. G.W. 
McCoy. 

The article did not deal with one the lowest 
groups the caste system India but with peo- 
ple the United States who have Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Its title, doubt, selected for eye catching 
purposes, pointed archaic notions about the 
disease. Its content was first-rate educational pub- 
licity, stressing the need for vigorous campaign 
against age-old bigotry and prejudice concerning 
“leprosy.” 

salute Dr. Brussel for his “let abandon 
the word ‘leprosy’ since the term implies total os- 
tracism, with all the revulsion and disgust one 
can muster.” However, Dr. himself did not get 
away entirely from the objectionable word “leper”. 
slipped into his article couple times. This 
despite the fact that according the manuscript 
rules the A.M.A. the word “leper” barred 
from any its publications. Dr. Fishbein wrote 
that effect some years ago. spotted few 
minor inaccuracies. Also some positive statements 
the article, such the 5000 known cases the 
S., are open question. 

are indebted the A.M.A. and Dr. 
Brussel for this valuable contribution. Dr. Brussel 
psychiatrist who “for many years has been 
indignant and incensed the age-old 
attitude the world large, towards victims 
leprosy.” 


PAGEANT, for March ‘49 included one 
those first-person, true-experience yarns captioned 
Walk Among You —My Life told 
Amy Selwyn. While the yarn itself, well inten- 
tioned, brought its readers some factual infor- 
mation about Hansen’s disease, other statements 
were dead give-away that was compiled from 
data secured from here and there rather than from 
former Carville patient, the article said. The 
odious word “leper” appeared almost every 
paragraph. The doctor’s rapid-fire diagnosis im- 
mediately after “plunging long, sharp needle in- 
one the dead spots” was obviously dreamed 
up. Diagnosis Hansen’s disease that simple 
and before the patient given the final verdict, 

continued page 


HARD SURFACED 
ROAD REALITY 


After years editorials the subject and in- 
numerable letters from many people the state 
highway department, blacktopped flexible sur- 
face road this hospital almost reality. fact 
the strip front the hospital grounds and 
far St. Gabriel (the nearest rail connection) 
completed. all, the distance surfaced 
about miles leading from the hospital the end 
the pavement the outskirts Baton Rouge. 
more days, cars should able come from 
the Capital City this hospital without bucking 
miles rough, loose gravel roads, they have 
had the past. 

Having this road hard surfaced has been one 
our objectives for many years there has been 
THE STAR. The second issue our paper 
(Oct carried editorial the subject enti- 
tled “New Roads for Old —Please”. When Sam 
Jones was governor the state and visited Car- 
ville the occasion the formal opening our 
Recreation Building August ‘41 said that the 
State Highway Commission had promised that 
something would done about that road. Noth- 
ing was done and the March 1947 issue cov- 
ered the “road problem” again. The late Dr. G.H. 
Faget, then Medical Officer Charge, had made 
talk the Baton Rouge Rotary Club meeting 
which was quoted saying: “Unless modern 
highways, connecting Carville with the state sys- 
tem, are provided, the leprosarium may moved 
another location.” 

The Havana Congress (April 1948) recommend- 
that hospitals for treating Hansen’s disease 
“should situated the proximity urban 
center with easy means Re- 
motely located Carville definitely does not fill the 
bill, but since the road has been improved 
step toward making doctors and others the 


medical centers the New Orleans area more 


cessible us. 

Finally under date line October 1948, the 
Baton Rouge Morning Advocate announced “List 
Low Bidder Blacktopping Road Carville.” 
And now May 1949 can look that 
topped road that runs front our grounds and 
say “On our next vacation trip will smooth 
sailing the main highway and then home.” 
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CARVILLE WELCOMES AUXILIARY LEADER 


Although think are still young enough 
enjoy fairy stories, but old enough distin- 
guish fancy from fact, are very sure that the 
patients this hospital are blessed with fairy 
godmother. the morning Mrs. 
Hubert Goode Portland, Oregon, National 
President the American Legion Auxiliary must 
have waved her magic wand, for presto, swank 
Buick Super Estate Wagon drove the Rec- 
reation Building. This station wagon was presented 
the local American Legion Post, available all 
patients for vacation trips and rides through the 
countryside. This the third Buick station wagon 
the National American Legion Auxiliary has given 
this hospital. One used for transporting our 
relatives and friends from the depot bus station 
visit The other was traded our new 
one. 

The patients had gathered the veranda 
the recreation building greet Mrs. Goode and 
her party. The Legionnaires, ladies the Auxil- 
iary and Boy Scouts formed receiving line. Aline 
Stribbling, president the local Unit, presented 
orchid corsage Mrs. Goode from the patients. 

Mrs. Flood Madison Jr., Monroe, National 
Executive Committee Woman, who did the spade 
work leading the purchase and delivery 
the Buick, Mrs. Jack Gardner, Shreveport, Louis- 
iana Department President, Mrs. McCormick, 
Destrehan, Carville Hospital Chairman, Miss Jean- 
nette Houston, the National President’s private 
secretary and large group Auxiliary members 
from Lake Charles, Rouge, New Orleans 
and the surrounding were among 
the visitors. 


Mrs. Goode presents keys Super Estate Wagon 
Mike Padiila, Adjutant Marine Hospital Post 
American Legion 


Greeting visitors veranda 


Dr. F.A. Johansen, Medical Officer Charge, 
officially welcomed our guests the theatre. Mrs. 
Goode received hand-woven rug 
Teche country memento her visit here, the 
gift the local Auxiliary Unit. 

her talk the patients Mrs. Goode said, 
“This coming Easter Sunday will particularly 
joyous one for the entire Auxiliary, feeling that 
this gift station wagon have brought you 
extra measure happiness.” Mrs. Goode 
woman deep understanding. She the aunt 
Clarke Poling, one the two Protestant Chap- 
lains who went down with three other Chaplains 
aboard the Dorchester during the war order 
that other soldiers lives might saved. 

The day was clear but bit brisk for April. 
While many the ladies wore Spring bonnets, 
they were attired for the most part suits for 
comfort. Mrs. Goode was particularly lovely 
black moire taffeta suit, tan straw chapeau and the 
purple orchid blended perfectly with her ensemble. 


A.P. 


Mrs. Jack Gardner, Dept. President the Aux- 
iliary, accompanied Mrs. Goode New Orleans 
and spent few days there with her. 

While Mrs. Gardner was the city, tragedy 
struck. Her beautiful Shreveport home caught fire 
and her husband, Arville (Jack) Gardner, was suf- 
focated. wish extend our heartfelt sympa- 
thy Mrs. Gardner and her son their great loss. 
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SENATE HOLDS HEARING S.704 


“For the health authorities turn person with 
leprosy loose upon this country would worse 
than turning loose band murderers.” This out- 
rageous statement was made one our legisla- 
tors the United States Congress back 1914, 
when regulations pertaining “leprosy” were 
under discussion. (Congressional Record, 63rd. 
Congress, 2nd. Session, Page 9822.) 

Two years later, the next congress enacted laws 
providing for the establishment National Lep- 
rosarium and regulations were prepared governing 
“the apprehension, detention, treatment 
lease all persons who are inmates thereof.” 

Distorted concepts such the one expressed 
the “band murderers” statement, influenced 
and prejudiced the authorities that day, result- 
ing regulations which read more like criminal 
code than set rules for group sick people. 

Today, the United States Congress has before 
Bill, which, passed, will “supersede and inva- 
lidate the provisions other national acts” con- 
cerning leprosy. humanizes the problem 
placing treatment before all else. 

This Bill, The National Leprosy Act, pre- 
pared Col. Rarey, Decatur, Ga. and in- 
troduced into the Senate Claude Pepper had 
hearing before committee health the Se- 
nate Sub-Committee Labor and Public Welfare, 
May 1949. The members this Sub-Committee 
Chairman, Senator James Murray, Montana, 
and Senator Pepper. the outset the hearing, 
Senator Pepper proposed amendment his 
own bill, changing the word leprosy Hansen’s 
disease wherever appears the Bill. Those test- 
ifying were: Dr. Otis Anderson, Washington D.C., 
Chief the Division Hospitals, USPHS; Perry 
Burgess, New York, President, Leonard Wood 
Memorial; Dr. Hartman Lichtwardt, Detroit, 
Dr. F.C. Lendrum, Chicago, Paul Strachan, 
Washington D.C., President, American Federa- 
tion the Physically Handicapped, sponsoring 
the Bill; Nick Farrel, Chicago, discharged 
Carville patient, and Col. Rarey. deposition from 
Carville signed heads patient organizations 
was filed the hearing. 

Dr. Anderson and Perry Burgess read prepared 
statements, did Paul Strachan and Col. Rarey. 
Drs. Lichtwardt and appeared the 
hearing special request the Carville patients, 
spoke extemporaneously. presenting Nick Farrel 
the Committee, Mr. Strachan said, “we are not 
talking abstract things but human beings.” 


Nick spoke extemporaneously, giving the “patients’ 
viewpoint.” From all reports, testimony 
was "great interest.” Senators Murray and Pep- 
per asked him many questions, all which an- 
swered very able manner. The committee 
seemed favor the Bill. Senator Pepper asked the 
group confer and try reach agreement 
the controversial points. The conference took 
place the following day the 
where are told the air was one compromise. 

THE STAR will carry fuller report the Sen- 
ate Hearing, the Conference and later develop- 
ments our June issue. 


IT’S H.R. 4030 THE HOUSE 


Introduced into the House Representative 
James Hardin Peterson, above, (D. Florida) the 
National Leprosy Bill has been tagged 4030. 
Rep. Peterson District Florida) from 
Lakeland, Polk County. graduate the 
member the American Legion and other veter- 
organizations. 

said that the House tough spot for leg- 
islation, however Rep. Peterson, have man 
who has served the House for years, and 
knows his way around. Replying the patients’ 
telegram appreciation, the Florida Congress- 
man said, hopeful that will able 
get favorable action.” 
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FIRST LADY CALLS 


Our “Joey” (right) presents 
Auxiliary’s “Jo” from the 
Carville vets. 


The active interest the Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary the welfare veterans hos- 
pitalized Carville, was further evidenced the 
visit here their National Commander, Mrs. 
Josephine Jeths Chicago April 11. Mrs. Jeths 
was accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Ber- 
theaud and their daughter, New Orleans. Mrs. 
Jeths was Louisiana for official call the 
Louisiana Department Auxiliary which Mrs. 
Bertheaud commander. 

Her southern tour veterans’ hospitals took 
Mrs. Jeths into Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, Mis- 
sissippi. Missouri and Louisiana. 

informal “talk over” meeting the club 
lounge, Mrs. Jeths told the local vets, “This hospi- 
tal has the most home-like atmosphere any 
hospital ever visited. lam greatly impressed 
the hospital and the high morale the patients. 
matter what you read, you not get the same 
idea you when you visit Carville. There 
much cheerfulness and laughter heard 
here. had expected find isolated, dingy, 
dreary place, instead much beauty grounds 
and buildings.” 

found Mrs. Jeths “blest with that charm, the 
certainty please.” She not only good speak- 
but she also “good listener.” Legislative 
problems affecting the entire group, well in- 
dividual problems, were brought Mrs. Jeths’ at- 
tention. Upon her return New Orleans she had 
interview with the manager the Veterans 
Bureau there which she presented many 
these problems. 

Mrs. Jeths assured that the D.A.V. Auxiliary 
“will everything its power create better 
understanding the part the general public 

(continued page 15) 


MORMONS EXPLAIN RELIGION 


Kline Strong (left) and Elder Lorenzo Demars 


The notions most people have about Mor- 
mons are not true. They have not advocated 
polygamy since 1890 when this tenet was formally 
abandoned the Mormons, popular name for 
the Church Jesus Christ Latter-Day Saints. 

Many other misconceptions about Mormons 
were dispelled Elder Kline Strong Sugar 
City, Idaho and Elder Lorenzo Demars 
Brigham City, Utah when they presented three 
part program our theatre April 3rd. First 
came introductory talk some 
the practical aspects Mormonism Elder 
Strong, then musical interlude with Elder Demars, 
accomplished accordionist, and lastly the show- 
ing slide pictures the ruins Central and 
South America. 

Following the program, group patients had 
interesting informal session the club lounge 
with the two young Mormon missionaries. 
told them about Hansen’s disease; they told 
about their work and their religion. 

The two men are not preparing for the ministry 
but are serving within branch the church 
which requires them work missionaries for 
two years and from there allows them return 
their lay occupations. Elder Strong will return 
the University Colorado where major- 
ing electrical engineering; and Elder Demars 
music major Brigham Young University. 

Carville’s patient population, have one 
member the Mormon Church. Mr. Miller 
Turner, our hospital laboratory staff, mem- 
ber and his father, Mr. Amos Turner Salt Lake 
City was Bishop the Mormon Church. 


THE STAR 


{ 


Mr. and Mrs. John Cessford 
Nevada, spent part 
their honeymoon the South 
and visited April 14. Mrs. 
Cessford the former Billie 
Executive Secretary, Dept. 

lowa, Auxiliary. She gave 
splendid radio broadcast Carville over Radio 
Station WHO, Des Moines, last January. was 
well received that the script was mimeographed 
for distribution. 


Last January Mrs. H.A. Sheppard, Baker, La., 
brought her sister, Mrs. McAlister Long- 
view, Wash. visit us. Mrs. Sheppard made her 
first trip here with their brother, Claude Brown, 
long time ago. These sisters are enthusiastic 
workers our educational campaign Claude 
has always been. 

After Mrs. McAlister’s visit she spoke before 
church and civic groups and secured subscrip- 
tions. Then she contacted the Grand Voiture 
Washington, Forty and Eight, for subscriptions 
hospitals and libraries. The motion carried and 
William Chandler, Grand Correspondant, is- 
sued special bulletin all Voitures urging each 
have received subscriptions from Voitures and 
several from Auxiliary Units. 

The NATIONAL NEWS the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary carried article their May is- 
sue Mrs. Charles (Ce) Gunn, Vice Chairman 
the National Rehabilitation Committee entitled 
“To Make Them Well Again.” was the sub- 
ject rehab work veterans’ hospitals. reads 
part: “The marvelous work that being accom- 
plished the U.S. Marine Hospital Carville, 
Louisiana with Hansen’s disease (leprosy), proof 
that the fear this disease being overcome and 
Carville being discovered the world. 

THE STAR, magazine published patients 
Carville, has done much dispel unreasoning 
fear, has the everlasting faith Volunteer 
Workers the American Legion Auxiliary the 
Department Louisiana since 1921.” 

Mrs. Rohland Petterson, Dept. Rehabilitation 
Chairman Illinois, sent bulletin all Units 
the state requesting that they secure subscrip- 
tions. This, plus the efforts Mrs. Norman Sheehe, 


VETERANS’ GROUPS ACTIVE 
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National Child Welfare Chairman, has brought 
many letters and subscriptions from Illinois. 
Mrs. Wm. Trott, Dept. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Dept. Montana, Auxiliary, surprised send- 


ing subscriptions. Believe not, 
these were our first from that state. 


The Navy Mothers Club Baton Rouge brought 
Easter baskets for the children and veterans 
Friday, April 15. 

The next day Hattie Dayries, President the 
Nicholson Unit, American Legion Auxiliary, with 
other members delivered Easter nests the entire 
patient body. 

Easter Sunday afternoon the local Unit spon- 
sored Easter egg hunt and party for the young- 
sters. The kids had grand time the contests and 
games which had been well planned and came 
home with beautifully decorated baskets, full 
goodies, prizes and gifts. 

The Grammar School has been given fine set 
children’s encyclopedias the Boyd-Ewing 
Unit the Auxiliary, Baton Rouge through Mrs. 
Seichaud. 

THE STAR the recipient two beautiful 
volumes, “Lincoln Library Essential Informa- 
tion,” from the same Unit, special in- 
terest Mrs. W.F. Chisholm. 

These encyclopedias were badly needed the 
school children and our offices. 

The Tri-Parish Trade School had its formal open- 
ing Plaquemine Monday, April 25. Mr. John 
Dutton, formerly the VA, the Director 
the School and issued invitation attend. 
ortwo later Mrs. Sevier, who one 
the teachers and our educa- 
tional needs here last summer, drove over from 
Plaquemine bring some the flowers they had 
received for our infirmary patients. 
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Through the fine effort Mr. Seymour Weiss, 
President, Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, Mr. 
Edgar Bergen, famous Radio Comedian, has writ- 
ten open letter Billboard Variety —the two 
most widely read theatrical publications— urging 
members the entertainment profession share 
their talents with the patients Carville. are 
hopeful that the generous help Mr. Bergen and 
Mr. Weiss will bring results the months come. 

Sunday, June 12th the Baker High School Cho- 
ral Group under the direction Mrs. Bernice 
Greenleaf will play return engagement here. The 
choral concert scheduled for 3:00 P.M. and, 
weather permitting, will held the steps 
the recreation building, outdoors. 

American love sports finds ready expression 
here Carville. Interest both active and passive 
nature can readily satisfied. The softball sea- 
son under way and through the fine coopera- 
tion Mr. Robert Michael, Asst. Supt. 
tion Baton Rouge, steady flow games 
scheduled. 

The ceremonies accompanying the opening 
game the season followed the best tradition. 
President LeBlanc the Patients’ Federation 
addressed the opening night crowd and expressed 
appreciation for the new lighting system, wel- 
comed our guests, and expressed every good wish 
for the success our team. Darrell Broussard 
then called upon our chief umpire and ground- 
keeper, Frank. Broussard expressed Frank our 
appreciation for his devoted efforts condition- 
ing and maintaining our ball field. gift from 
the patients, Frank was presented with beautiful 
gold pocket watch. Following the presentation, 
the National Anthem was played. Then Dr. 
Johansen, Medical Officer Charge, strode the 
mound and delivered the first pitch the year 
perfect strike— and the 1949 season was of- 
ficially under way. 

The team was handicapped early spring 
rains and practice sessions were few. Now the ad- 
vent better weather finds the season and 
the players are rounding into shape. Lest 
accused picking soft competition, this re- 
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DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 


minder that have already played last year’s 
state champions and the present leaders 
both leagues Baton Rouge. 

The new ,000 watt lighting system, grandstand, 
public address system, well conditioned and 
marked field, plus dressing facilities, all make Car- 
ville more attractive playing site for visiting 
teams. 

The golf course continues attract large 
number players daily tho’ the onset summer 
reduces early afternoon play. Mr. Henry Thomas, 
Golf Professional City Park, New Orleans, has 
been eager return for visit here assist our 
golfers, but has been swamped with local tour- 
nament play and instruction New Orleans. 

Mr. E.D. Stanley, Buildings Grounds Super- 
intendent, has indicated that the tennis court will 
lighted for night play. This will greatly increase 
use the court. With such prospect view, ar- 
rangements are under way bring tennis exhibi- 
tions from both New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 

Sunday, June 5th, the Legion Auxiliary Unit 
celebrates its 2nd anniversary. The day will 
marked appropriate ceremonies starting with 
Field Day series activities during the afternoon. 
Supper will served under the oaks (outdoors) 
and night softball game will round out the pro- 
gram. 

The Cultural Activities Division the New 
Orleans Recreation Department has agreed pre- 
sent their Little Theatre Players here Carville. 

This adult drama group splendid reputa- 
tion and are looking forward some fine 
dramatic productions. 
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HULLABALOO HAWAII 


regret the present hullabaloo over leprosy 
Hawaii; has, however, served one good purpose; 
has made all look our leprosy problem 
squarely the face —and now some sentimental- 
ists want call Hansen’s disease and condemn 
again another generation hush-hush. Let’s 
call spade damned shovel. This present fer- 
ment all premature; timing important. 
another four six years, the Board (of Hospitals 
and Settlement), plus proper medical attention, 
plus increased expenses (the last hurdle always 
the hardest one) might have settled this problem 
the satisfaction the public health and the 
public economy. Now our legislators are throwing 
the fat the fire. ‘It makes lovely light, but oh, 
friends, and ah, foes, will not last the 
night.’ God help the legislators need it.” 
runs the characteristically colorful comment the 
out-spoken Dr. Eric Fennel, Honolulu, 
series three articles appearing the Honolulu 
STAR- BULLETIN (March 17-19). 

“Close Kalaupapa Settlement? 
ready that for good many years,” 
said Dr. Norman Sloan, Kalaupapa’s Medical 
Director, interview for the STAR-BULLE- 
TIN (March 8). Dr. Sloan also had his say before 
the Health Committee the Territorial Legisla- 
ture. prepared statement, Dr. Sloan defended 
the Board Hospitals and Settlement’s present 
policy segregation which claimed not com- 
pulsory”. But the next breath said, “If (the 
germ) found, this considered evidence that 
the case contagious, and COMMITMENT 
KALIHI HOSPITAL KALAUPAPA SET- 
TLEMENT REQUIRED.” His report conclud- 
ed, “Our aim the eradication leprosy 
Hawaii. Perhaps cannot hope equal Car- 
ville’s scientific leadership, backed the 
wealth the nation and the forces the United 
States Public Health Service; but can for- 
ward within the limits local circumstances, and 
the extent that you and your fellow-legislators 
provide with funds, equipment, workers, and 
your continuing support.” 

The patients, too, had their inning. They could 
not the Legislature air their views the 
Legislature came them. Public hearings the 
Health Committee the House and Senate were 
held Kalaupapa Settlement March and April 
these mass meetings the patients expressed 
themselves freely. 

Mr. Luz recommended that Mr. Harry 


Kluegel and the present members the Board 
Hospitals and Settlement removed. said 
that strongly felt that Mr. Kluegel and the 
Board were antagonistic toward the patients and 
had not done right them. also suggested 
that Mr. Judd placed charge the entire 
Settlement, with discharged patient his assist- 
ant. Mr. Luz charged that the present Board 
has misappropriated funds and, consequence, 
should removed its entirety. 

Mr. Edward Bell, magistrate Kalaupapa, re- 
quested that civil service status granted patients 
Kalaupapa. 

Mrs. Jean Jordon disagreed with the recom- 
mendations made Mr. Luz relative the 
removal Mr. Kluegel and the present Board. She 
said the Board had been sympathetic towards the 
patients. She was heartily accord with House 
Bill No. 564 providing for the education the 
public better understanding the subject 
leprosy. She urged that dissemination facts 
should along quickly and not delayed. Mrs. 
Jordon told the group that better treatment should 
given the eyes the patients. She complained 
that the lack adequate equipment the Settle- 
ment has handicapped the medical staff the 
treatment eyes. She asserted that eye specialists 
who visit the Settlement arrive the morning 
and leave the afternoon. 

Reporting the Senate Health Committee 
hearing Kalaupapa, the Honolulu STAR-BUL- 
LETIN said, “Four members the Committee 
made flying inspection trip the settlement and 
heard complaints mass meeting. spokesman 
who has been the settlement years told the 
senators that the patients object the plan 
abandon the Settlement. But approved other 
measures before the territorial legislature calling 
for studies the management and care Kalau- 
papa. Members the Board Hospitals and Set- 
tlement who not visit the Settlement came 
for criticism from other patients. Although the pa- 
tients were critical some the administration 
the Settlement, they said that Superintendent 
Lawrence Judd ‘has been 
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AIDE INTERVIEWED 


Miss Aland (center) met Joey (left) and Mrs. Hornbostel 
during her visit here April 

Miss Jess Aland, Australian serving co- 
ordinator the International Refugee Organiza- 
tion, Bad Kissingen, Germany, touring the 


States see friends, instead taking her 


vacation Australia. While New Orleans she 
made side trip Carville see Dr. David Elliot, 
former co-worker. 

Miss Aland intensely interested her im- 
portant work. She said, “So far there are left 
Germany the brains and culture the DP’s —the 
medical men and scientists. The I.R.O. has fold 
1950. Those not out the camps then will 
stuck. And the brains the population will 
lost.” 

Miss Aland disclosed statistics compiled 
March 15, showing there are camps 1000 
qualified general practitioners, 340 physician spe- 
cialists, 189 assistant pharmacists, laboratory 
specialists, laboratory technicians, physio- 
therapists, seven X-ray technicians, five dietitians, 
187 veterinary surgeons, 357 dental surgeons, 
dentists, 220 dental technicians and one sanitary 
for total 3033. 

“The doctors all want come America, but 
they not want charity, just opportunity. 
They’re more than willing serve lesser capac- 
ities although their records and their training are 


the highest type,” Miss Aland added. 
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SERPENTS CARVILLE 


Mr. McClung says this powerful 


“Just put your hand right there and touch 
them.” did withdrew hurriedly. 
felt something very huge, very cold, was the 
shivers running and down our spine. “Right 
there,” coiled contentedly, were feet —360 
giant pythons. 

C.C. McClung, fellow Texan, brought his 
python exhibit this hospital May 3rd, the 
invitation THE STAR with the rather reluctant 
acquiescence our M.O.C. and our Director 
Community Activities. They probably were con- 
cerned about permitting the serpent “officially” 
enter our Garden Eden. 

Actually the patients seemed enjoy this novel 
and instructive exhibit and the snakes didn’t seem 
mind the patients all. All afternoon long, pa- 
tients and personnel streamed into the deluxe 
trailer housing the reptiles. 

Mr. McClung has followed his unusual occupa- 
tion collecting and transporting animals for 
years. has been India times and the dense 
jungles South America are almost home him. 
recent years has specialized herpetology. 
traveling all over the country with his py- 
thons exhibiting them schools and fairs. Ac- 
companying Mr. McClung are his nieces, Misses 
Margaret and Betty Raub and their guest for the 
summer, Miss Helen Grix. The girls handled the 
boas with the deftness and nonchalance “Mac” 
himself. 
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TRUE FRIENDS 


Once upon time thought there was such 
thing “true friend.” was mistaken. meta 
number army chaplains during the liberation 
the Philippines, and some them have proved 
just that—true friends. One these Father 
Frederick Zimmerman, one time chaplain 
the Pacific Air Service Command Nichols Field, 
present the head the Queen’s Work St. 
Louis, Missouri, and one the lecturers Cath- 
olic Action. and his boys used visit Tala 
colony where was) almost every Sunday 
afternoon, although his camp was good two 
hours’ drive over rough roads and they never 
came empty-handed. remember promised 
come and visit ever came Carville. 
did. stayed over day. Not only that, came 
with Father Warner, who parish priest 
St. Malachy’s, Negro parish St. Louis. Then, 
there Father Walter Debold, Saint Joseph’s 
Church, Jersey New Jersey. was also sta- 
tioned the Islands with the 248th Station Hos- 
pital and like Father Zimmerman, too visited 
Tala often could. When arrived, 
wrote and told would come the opportu- 
nity presented itself, and bless his heart, flew 
thousands miles come. brought Father 
Bernard Clancey, who was also stationed the 
Islands during that time. Father Debold stayed 
New Orleans, but managed come here twice 
during his visit. knew and met Father Cullen 
Deckert through correspondence. the editor 
The Mary Immaculate League Review, month- 
magazine published the Oblates Mary 
Fathers, San Antonio, Texas. When came 
visit me, had just returned from visit the 
Philippines and Tala. came with Father Fred 
Sackett the same order. Colonel Joseph Koch, 
who head all army chaplains the Philip- 
pines, introduced Father Deckert letter. 
Father Koch told Father Deckert’s interest 
work and asked that write him. re- 
member the first thing asked Father Deckert was 
for piano for the patients Tala. Father Fred 
Julien belongs the Missionaries Our Lady 
LaSalette. was stranded the Manila area 
when his ship, which was taking him India, ar- 
rived the same day the first Japanese bombs 
fell and his boat was sunk while unloading cargo 
destined for Manila. was interned with the Jes- 
uits and that was how met him and Brother 
Rex, now Notre Dame High School, Biloxi, 
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OUT OUR WAY 


Boat building keeping the boys pretty busy. 
Herbert building one, the Boy Scouts are, too, 
and the Sun Dodgers are planning building 
two. Mike says he’s going get life preserver 
first because doesn’t know how swim. Other 
fellows say they will wait until the lake reality 
before going into boat building seriously. For 
part, want big picnic basket and some fishing 
tackle when the time right. 

Father Joseph Grogan St. Francis Sales 
Church Belle Harbor, N.Y. learned that one 
our boys, Eddie, was Brooklyn Dodgers fan. 
Father friendly with some the ball players 
and told them he’d like autographed base- 
ball for Eddie. 

Imagine, you can, Eddie’s excitement when 
opened that Sleepy-headed Eddie was 
wide awake and stayed that way buzzed 
around with the prize baseball encased big 
handkerchief show off. 

What really needs glass dome put over 
the ball can keep exhibition his room. 


A.P. 


Mississippi. Father Julien now parish priest 
Lufkin, Texas, and has been here visit three 
times. Brother Rex came shortly after did. These 
are friends who came and went, and came again 
because they never forgot. They are all agreed that 
promise fulfilled and dream realized. 
hope they will come again soon. 
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the diagnosis confirmed laboratory examina- 
tions. The yarn stated “there were over 500” pa- 
tients here --giving extra hundred pa- 
tients. But the real tip-off was “we stopped the 
canteen for hamburgers and cokes. (Everything 
free Carville...).” is? —and here been 
paying for cokes and hamburgers for these 
many years! Wonder why magazines continue 
accept such synthetic concoctions 
could get the real McCoy. 

The Bible Society Record for April ‘49 head- 
lined article written Protestant Chaplain 
Clifton Rash this hospital, THE LEPERS 
ARE CLEANSED. not think Mr. Rash was 
responsible for the title. The article itself was dig- 
nified and done good taste but the title plays 
the idea considering this illness evil 
omen taboo ritualistically unclean, rather than 
sickness healed cured, any other dis- 
ease. unfortunate both from public health 
and humanitarian viewpoints that some religious 
groups continue foster such ancient and medie- 
val concepts. other illness, even those infec- 
tions usually connected with misconduct, has 
contend with this almost insurmountable obstacle. 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s timely editorial 
(April 5th) EXAMPLE FOLLOWED 
applauds Massachusetts’ recent step ending com- 
pulsory isolation victims leprosy. suggests 
“most the other states ought likewise be- 
cause, for all practical purposes, the disease not 
communicable their area. There reason 
why the individual states should wait for Washing- 
ton. They cando much their own—and perhaps 
sooner—to set Hansen’s disease proper and 
humane perspective. False ideas about have 
made too many lives too miserable too long.” 

This recent editorial one several which the 
Post-Dispatch has carried, consistently champion- 
ing our cause. friend, another newspaper, 
able journalist himself, says, the 
has its teeth problem, let until the 
chewing over.” are mighty lucky have this 
great newspaper’s support. 

Ed. 
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OFF CONVENTION 

Dr. and Mrs. Johansen were Biloxi, Missis- 
sippi April 26th 29th where Dr. Johansen at- 
tended the Southeastern Hospital Conference. 

Dr. Rolla Wolcott and Dr. William Meyer, 
members our resident medical staff, are off 
Staten Island, New York for the Third Annual 
Meeting the Marine Hospital Medical and Den- 
tal Association held the Marine Hospital 
there. Dr. Wolcott will charge exhibit 
showing the results treatment and the activities 
the Carville Marine Hospital. 


D.A.V’S. CALLS 
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concerning Hansen’s disease and the veterans 
Carville.” She has the promise National Sr. 
Vice-Commander David Brown, visit this hos- 
pital during the Department Convention the 
D.A.V. held New Orleans May 29. 

the District Conference the D.A.V. Aux- 
iliary for Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan, held 
Grand Rapids the latter part April, Mrs. 
Jeths joined Carville’s faithful friend Mrs. Flor- 
ence Green, National Hospital Chairman, pre- 
senting the delegates the vital need for edu- 
cational program Hansen’s disease. The presi- 
dent the Allied Veterans’ Council Detroit 
was very interested and bringing the whole sto- 
Carville before the council, which has about 
affiliated organizations. The D.A.V. Auxiliary’s 
request for subscriptions THE STAR for public 
libraries receiving fine response. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Hansen’s disease has existed Louisiana for 
more than 200 years, yet comparatively few people 
the State know that the only hospital for the 
treatment this disease, continental 
located Carville, La., and has been for years. 
But the future, think many more Louisian- 
ians will gain knowledge and understanding this 
health problem. THE STAR has now taken its 
place with other periodicals the open shelves 
Louisiana’s fourteen college and university li- 
braries. TECH TALK, student publication Lou- 
isiana Polytechnic Institute, Ruston, gave THE 
STAR excellent write-up. 

feel that colleges and universities furnish the 
most fertile field which radiate the light 
truth Hansen’s disease. Young people seem 
much more receptive modern concepts than 
other groups. frequently receive requests from 
high school and college students for information 
Hansen’s disease for their theses term pa- 
pers. Students are interested practically every 
aspect the problem. 

Olive Toy, Vernon, Pa. high school girl, re- 
quested information the make-up the sul- 
fones for chemistry research paper. Quite 
undertaking, but showed interest. 

Nina Edwards Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, sought up-to-date reports the history and 
treatment Hansen’s disease for paper 
presented her school health class. 

Students the Ursuline High School Santa 
Rosa, Calif. asked, through Mother Benigna, 
Principal, “if student publicity could something 


assist revising California’s archaic laws con- 
cerning ‘leprosy’.” They asked for “information 
needed for intelligent consideration the 
question” —they got it! can thank Charles 
Ramsden, one Carville’s roving ambassadors, 
for arousing the interest this group. 

The freshman class Sacred Heart Junior Col- 
lege and Academy, Cullman, Ala., wrote their 
term papers the subject, “Carville and Hansen’s 
Disease.” Each student was assigned different 
phase the problem. 

William Switkes Washington, D.C. chose 
“Modern Treatment Hansen’s Disease” sub- 
ject for his college research theme. 

Dolores Hess, Willow Grove, Pa. wired for ma- 
terial for her senior essay Hansen’s disease. 

Gloria Moebus Milwaukee, Wis. wrote her 
thesis the “work Carville.” 

All these requests, and many more, received 
our prompt attention, not just form letter 
fact sheet; but since the requests varied, person- 
letter, accompanied suitable material. 

One the goals have set for place 
THE STAR libraries all colleges and univer- 
sities throughout the Since there special 
need for information Texas, Florida and Calif- 
ornia, hope the schools these states will 
soon our mailing list. are sometimes 
asked, “How can help further your education- 
program?” You your organization can help, 
fact, you can real service entering 
subscription THE STAR for the library the 
high school, college university your area. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 


throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygicnic 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * * 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 


* * * * 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 


those States are subject RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


* * * * 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


* * * * 

The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 


EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


necessary for the educational 


campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

—5th International Leprosy Congress, 
Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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